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things all in the same connection. The twelve Imams of Islam are Ali and certain other persons celebrated in Moslem history, the last being " The Mahdi," or Moslem Messiah, who has not yet appeared. The word however is also applied variously to a temporal ruler descended from the Prophet, to a sort of Moslem priest, and to the leader at prayers.
Yahyah, the founder of the Zaidie sect, proclaimed himself Imam, that is to say ruler of all Moslems, by virtue of his descent from the Prophet. The Sheia do not use the title " Commander of the Faithful " to denote the supreme Moslem authority, because they consider it the prerogative of Ali ibn Abee Talib and no one else.
The Zaidie theocracy under the dynasty founded by Yahyah continued to gain adherents till it assumed the character of an independent state, with Sanaa the seat of government. The first European to visit the Imam in his capital was the Danish traveller Niebuhr, who led an expedition to the Yemen in A.D. 1761. He found the country rich and prosperous, under a government apparently stable and well organized. The Turks who had established control there in the sixteenth century had been expelled, and the former state of complete independence had been regained.
Although the religious tenets of the Zaidie sectaries were highly obnoxious to the Wahabi reformers, the Yemen, owing to its geographical situation and the natural barriers which protected it from attack on the landward side, suffered comparatively little from their aggressions. The war undertaken by Mohammed Ali, the Sultan's viceroy in Egypt, to recover the Hedjaz and break the Wahabi power, was the cause of a quarrel between him and the "Imam of Sanaa," as the Zaidie potentate had come to be called, that led to the occupation by the former of several of the South Arabian ports, and part of the Tehama, or coast belt.
In 1844 the Imam was again forced to acknowledge Turkish suzerainty, but it remained little more than nominal for another thirty years. In 1872 Mukhtar Pasha invaded the Yemen highlands and captured Sanaa. The Imam, though retained as a figure head, was pensioned off by the Turks and deprived of all real power. Like